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Gold Award Girl Scouts are change-makers. They have 

changed the world, changed their lives, and earned the most 

prestigious award in Girl Scouting.

To earn the Gold Award, a Girl Scout identifies an issue in 

their community, drafts a plan to address a root cause, and 

leads a team of volunteers to implement it. When the project 

is complete, the Gold Award Girl Scout and their team have 

made a sustainable impact on the world that continues to last 

beyond their involvement.

It’s a huge accomplishment that also impacts the Gold Award 

Girl Scout as a person. How they see the world—and how the 

world sees them—is forever changed. It’s also a credential 

that will be with them for the rest of their life; having the 

Girl Scout Gold Award on a high school transcript or resumé 

can make a Girl Scout stand out when it comes to college 

admissions, scholarship applications, internships, and job 

interviews.

Gold Award Girl Scouts 
Change the World

Many thanks to the dedicated volunteers who serve on  
GSCCC’s Gold Award Committee.

Cathy Six
Debra Trate
Susan Ramsland

Trish Armstrong
Mary Ellen Fentress
Taryn Marie Jenkins

Helen Kattwinkel 
Linda Linke
Cheryl McGrenra



The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest 
award a Girl Scout can earn. It is a reflection 
of the skills, integrity, confidence and courage 
a girl has acquired through her Girl Scout 
journey. A Gold Award project is not a quick 
fix to a problem. It is a comprehensive 
project that demonstrates knowledge and 
thought applied to a problem that results in 
a sustainable solution. It requires a young 
woman to dedicate at least 80 hours to 
planning and researching to see the project 
through. A key requirement is that it must 
have a lasting impact. Nationally, only 6% of 
eligible Girl Scouts receive this prestigious 
award. 

Today we congratulate each of our 2022 
Gold Award Girl Scouts for achieving this 
outstanding accomplishment! The Gold  
Award is a symbol that “you have done the 
things it stands for often enough, thoroughly 
enough, and well enough to be prepared to give 
service in it…and you are prepared and willing  
to be called on because you are a Girl Scout.”  
~Juliette Gordon Low 

Families and friends, thank you for joining us as we celebrate our 
recipients. Each of these young women have dedicated their time 
and talents to make their communities a better place. Whether 
they introduced more girls to STEM, introduced children to water 
safety or created outstanding learning environments, they 
demonstrated the power of the Girl Scout DNA and the impact  
that girls continue to have on society and our country. 

In that same spirit, we encourage Gold Award Girl Scouts to make 
their mark in the world and excel. By earning this award, they join 
the ranks of the truly remarkable!

Marisa Porto
Board Chair, GSCCC

Tracy Keller
Chief Executive Officer, GSCCC

Marisa Porto
GSCCC Board Chair

Tracy Keller
Chief Executive Officer
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Gold Award Girl Scout & Alum

Opening Flag Ceremony
Girl Scout members from Service Unit 240 

Troops 341, 228 and 301
Color Guard

Pledge of Allegiance
Girl Scout Promise and Law

Welcome
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Change Maker Award
 
The Change Maker Award is a puzzle piece, and each piece of the  
puzzle represents the highest award a Girl Scout has earned for her 
grade level. Girl Scout Juniors who have earned their Bronze Award  
received the Bronze Award patch. Girl Scout Cadettes who have 
earned their Silver Award received the Silver Award patch. Girl Scout 
Seniors and Ambassadors who have earned their Gold Award  
received the Gold Award patch.

Congratulations to all our Gold Award Girl Scouts who have  
demonstrated they are change makers!

Girl Scouting is not just knowing… but doing… 
not just doing but being. 

Juliette Gordon Low 
Founder of Girl Scouts 



Gold Award Recipients

Veronica Armstrong 
Troop 1356, Williamsburg 
Self Love Spread Love Curriculum

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

stress and anxiety disorders have 

increased.  Through research, Veronica 

found that teens are faced with many stresses but often lack 

the skills and education needed to cope in healthy ways.

She identified the most common causes of low self-esteem 

and stress for children ages 11 to 14. She developed a plan to 

make a difference by spreading education in the form of a 

middle school curriculum, which she hosted online for easy 

accessibility.

On her website, she placed 45-minute lesson plans for each of 

the five segments that can be completed in a class setting or 

at home with an accompanying video. Veronica’s website is 

available online where the curriculum can be accessed. 

“I researched what causes low self-esteem in teens and the topics 

I felt I could conquer were negative self-talk patterns, toxic 

friendships, comparison, and setting unrealistic goals,” she said. 

“Learning about these topics and understanding ways they can 

boost their own self-esteem will help teens be more resilient when 

facing challenges.”



Virginia Britt 
Troop 1356, Williamsburg
Raining with Care Project

Virginia worked with Charlie Morse of 
Williamsburg Community Growers to 
understand the needs of an existing garden 

maintained by the organization. As part of her project, she 
organized plans to make an addition to the garden.

The garden is divided into several sections that include a 
bee keeping garden, a teaching garden, a berry patch, family-
maintained plots, and a greenhouse. Community education 
and sustainment is the focus of all these sections. Virginia 
designed a garden scape that uses rain water collection and 
pipes to encourage irrigation as a main component of its 
design. She also made a kiosk to educate visitors about 
the possibilities of irrigation, explain the design, and how 
rain water collection can be used to improve a garden’s 
sustainability.

Following the completion of her garden, she created a virtual 
“field trip” video of the garden for local elementary school 
students that could be shared with parents or in a class 
setting.

“I think it is especially important to aid our community through 
the conservation of resources. This is how we will be able to have 
enough to provide for the community and its later generations.”



Delaney Brown 
Troop 163, Virginia Beach
Peace for Pets

Before the implementation of Delaney’s 
project, Eastern Shore Chapel Cemetery 
in Virginia Beach had no policies or 

procedures in place that allowed the placement of patrons’ 
deceased pets. Delaney knew there was a need, so she took 
action and worked with Mike Brown, cemetery manager, 
to design a plan and pick a plot for a pet memorial garden. 
Delaney created brochures for parishioners explaining 
different types of pet memorial processes, including 
cremations and the scattering of ashes, a sustainable 
solution.

With the help of Sandy Ricks, Norfolk Master Gardener, 
Delaney planned out the species of plants to be used and 
recruited volunteer helpers. The memorial project included 
gardening and planting the plot, placing a bench for visitors, 
and creating a birdhouse to encourage wildlife to visit with 
the aim to bring solace to visitors.

For a finishing touch, Delaney added a statue of Saint Francis 
of Assisi, the patron saint of animals. At the end of her 
project, she distributed brochures to parishioners and her 
garden gained interest as an option for people during a 
difficult time.

“The creation of a pet cremation section of the cemetery will 
allow the cremains of a person’s deceased pet to be memorialized. 
I hope this will become a sacred and peaceful place where 
members of Eastern Shore Chapel and other patrons of the 
cemetery may have their beloved pet remains placed.”



Roxanne Clark 
Troop 229, Virginia Beach 
Curtie Goes to the Congo, Pt II

Roxanne worked with Cathy Snyders of  
Operation Smile to write and illustrate a 
book and lesson plans geared towards  

children in elementary school to help them understand cleft 
palates, a global health issue. She also had a goal of teaching 
them about Operation Smile’s mission and igniting empathy 
for those born with cleft palates. In the book, Curtie the frog 
shares his experience with a cleft lip and palate. He explains 
that where you come from in the world can often affect the 
care you receive. 

Operation Smile, headquartered in Virginia Beach, Virginia, 
works around the globe to provide dental care and cleft repairs 
to underserved regions. Operation Smile’s volunteers often  
provide care in the Dominican Republic of Congo, which  
inspired Roxanne to make it the focus of her book. 

Roxanne’s book is available at the Operation Smile’s shop. She 
also donated books to six area elementary schools. Her book 
was published in five different languages. Because the book is 
available in English, Spanish, Vietnamese, Hindi and French, 
volunteers will be able to take copies around the world to the 
areas they serve.

“Children born with a cleft palate may experience developmental 
issues. It may delay speech and development of speech sounds to 
name a few. I think it is important for people to understand what 
children with this challenge face and what can be done with the 
help of organizations such as Operation Smile.” 



Ivy Edwards
Troop 250, Virginia Beach  
Food Pantry Cookbook 

Ivy Edwards is passionate about helping 
those who are food insecure. She created a 
project to address the issue, “Food Pantry 

Cookbook.” Ivy partnered with Eastern Shore Chapel Food 
Pantry Director Kay O’Reilly to understand the needs of  
community members who utilize the pantry’s services. She 
volunteered at the food pantry to understand how their system 
worked from processing donations to helping customers select 
items. By doing so, she was able to research the goods customers 
most frequently used, what was available to them, and the 
struggles people faced in their home kitchens. 

After research, Ivy developed test recipes at home and printed 
her own cookbook copies using funds from family donations 
and a bake sale she hosted. The cookbook was designed with 
the understanding of the ever-changing needs of families and 
offers ways to transform ingredients and add variety to common 
pantry goods. Families need help making food last through the 
week and finding recipes that work with what they have been 
given, and cookbooks, such as the one created by Ivy, can be a 
solution. 

Ivys’ cookbook has been made available free of charge to patrons 
of Eastern Shore Chapel Food Pantry, and she offers a free 
online copy as well.

“The food varies each week. Sometimes you get a lot of good meats 
and vegetables and other weeks it’s mostly shelf-stable food.  
Families need help making the food that they are given into something 
that can sustain their family throughout the whole week.”



Caroline Fuller
Troop 1356, Williamsburg 
Citizenship for Young Learners

Caroline worked with Lee Ann Chisenhall, 
Williamsburg-James City County Public 
Schools Social Studies Coordinator, to 

understand the needs of an existing citizenship program, 
Daughters of the American Revolution First Grade Citizenship 
Program. After reviewing and determining the needs for 
improvements to be made, she took action to create a video 
curriculum to support the program county-wide.

She organized interviews about citizenship with State 
Senator Monty Mason, Dr. Howard Townsend, principal of 
Jamestown High School, Dr. Matt Eppright, coach of the 
Tidewater Sharks, and Mr. Leslie Hall of the Williamsburg 
James City County Fire Department. Using clips from the 
video interviews, along with other interactive elements, 
Fuller created three SOL aligned video lessons for classroom 
use: Citizenship at Home and in Your Classroom, Citizenship 
in Your Community, and Citizenship in Your State and 
Country. 

Caroline’s curriculum is available to all first-grade teachers in 
the Williamsburg-James City County School District. 

“Citizenship is an important topic in education, especially in 
younger grades. Besides identifying as a citizen of a nation, 
the dictionary also defines citizenship as the quality of an 
individual’s response to membership in a community. Being an 
involved, engaged part of the community is an important life skill.”



Gabriella Blake Gonzalez 
IRM, Norfolk
Ready, Set, Play!

Gabriella recognized that many families 
were facing social isolation during the 
pandemic. She wanted to offer a safe and 

inviting outdoor space in her community where families 
could get outside and get involved in activities such as tennis. 

She worked with John Ruggerio of Norfolk Parks and 
Recreation to assess the needs of Larchmont Tennis Courts, 
determining ways she could make an impact and reinvigorate 
the property. She went on to update the space by doing 
landscaping, creating a mural, and replacing signage at the 
facility. 

Gabriella also hosted tennis clinics called “Ready, Set, Play!” 
with the help of volunteers at the tennis court. She invited 
those in the community to experience the space, learn about 
playing tennis and the importance of physical and mental 
health.

“Because tennis doesn’t require any direct person-to-person 
contact, players can enjoy the many physical and mental benefits 
that tennis offers in a safe environment. Open spaces for activity 
provide many advantages including the preservation of nature, 
places for physical activity, and an escape from stress to 
reconnect with family and friends.”



Gabriella Gonzalez
Troop 142, Virginia Beach 
ViBe District Mural

As an artist, Gabriella understands that  
murals have the ability to tell a community’s 
story, create a unique experience for those who 

engage with it, and increases the overall attractiveness of a space. 
They also encourage foot traffic to a designated area and increase  
appreciation for the arts and artists. With this in mind, Gabriella 
took action to improve her community using her artistic skills to 
create public art for her community to enjoy.

She created a mural in the Virginia Beach ViBe Creative District, an 
area she often visits that has a goal to lift up local artists while 
offering a sense of discovery for citizens and visitors. Gabriella 
worked with Kate Pittman, executive director of the ViBe District, to 
create and install a mural of the famous King Neptune statue which 
is located at the Virginia Beach oceanfront. She also interviewed 
three other ViBe District muralists to understand their mission. She 
took that information, along with her personal story, and presented 
it to a local art class. She showed them photos of her progress as 
it unfolded, and she encouraged the budding artists to consider 
starting a project of their own.

Gabriella’s project is a permanent fixture in the Virginia Beach ViBe 
District and can be viewed by the community, along with other  
local art.

“Seeing my project and my passion for art being spread throughout the 
community made me feel so honored. I was able to see myself grow as 
 an artist.”



Madison Lilly
Troop 179, Williamsburg 
Music for a Cure

Madison Lilly’s project, “Music for a Cure,” 
pulled upon her love for music and helping 
others. She worked with music therapist 

Christopher Byrd of Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters 
to create a neurologic music intervention curriculum. The  
program was geared to serve students at a nearby elementary 
school’s special education program and at a local high school’s 
student clinic. Madison had a goal to use professional music 
intervention protocols with students to alleviate certain  
concerns while they are in a school setting.

The program, which includes audible musical and hands-on 
components based on scientifically proven methods, was used 
at the schools in classroom and clinic settings. Teachers  
with the special education program reported that students  
experienced positive outcomes, such as good moods and  
increased attention spans. The school clinic reported that  
students found the audible component to be soothing and 
helped alleviate minor complaints such as headaches. Madison 
says neurological issues can be common but there are ways to 
help such as using music.

“There are many neurological disorders and problems present in 
my community. These range from some that are more common, 
like depression and anxiety, to some that are less common like 
Amplified Musculoskeletal Pain Syndrome. After personally  
experiencing many challenges from these types of disorders, I 
helped students in my community and elsewhere by reducing 
symptoms of some of these challenges.”



Victoria Martin 
Troop 534, Virginia Beach 
Battling Period Poverty

Victoria’s project focused on the accessibility 
of feminine hygiene products and the 
sustainability of those products on the 

environment. Period poverty and sustainability is an issue 
that affects girls and women of all ages around the world.

In her project, Victoria addressed the luxury tax on feminine 
hygiene care and the tough decisions that some families have 
to make to afford the necessities, such as choosing between 
food and hygiene products.

Victoria enlisted a team of volunteers from her church who 
created and distributed sustainable and reusable sanitary 
pads in various sizes, along with care instructions, to women 
in her community. Victoria’s design is machine or hand 
washable and can be used for years and years with proper 
care. To make a larger impact, Victoria created a website  
with a PDF template of her sanitary pad design with a  
how-to video that includes instructions.

Her project was a success. The volunteer team sewed more 
than 150 cloth pads to include in 20 kits for women and girls 
in her community.

Victoria’s website can be found online with more information 
about her mission and how-to instructions for those 
interested in recreating her design.

“All around my community, my country, and my planet, there 
are women who suffer from period poverty. Many women and 
young girls cannot attend school or work because they cannot 

afford menstrual products.”



Virginia Olson
Troop 1356, Williamsburg 
H Squared

To earn her Gold Award, Virginia created an herb 
garden using Hugelkultur gardening methods in 
the Williamsburg Community Growers (WCG) 

community garden. In addition to the garden, she provided education 
opportunities for Williamsburg residents to come and learn about the 
herb garden and Hugelkultur methods. 

Virginia worked with Liz Callan, volunteer coordinator for WCG, 
throughout the project to bring her vision to life. WCG is a non-
profit organization located in Williamsburg, VA with a mission to 
educate the public regarding the benefits of producing and consuming 
locally grown produce, provide gardening space for individuals and 
organizations, and demonstrate and promote conservation practices.

Once the herb garden was established, Virginia’s hands-on education 
opportunities were open to the public. During educational sessions, 
she discussed how to use Hugelkultur gardening methods and some 
of the benefits of using herbs like the ones grown in the H Squared 
garden. WCG donated wood, soil, hay and other supplies to Virginia 
for her garden. After the two workshops were held and the herb  
garden had grown, it was time to harvest. 

WCG has pledged to proceed with the garden’s routine maintenance 
and to maintain a relationship with Williamsburg House of Mercy to 
continue Virginia’s mission.

“Hugelkultur is a specific type of permaculture method that uses logs, 
twigs, and other natural resources. This type of gardening allows the 
herbs to grow while using organic resources, which makes it more 
accessible to people of all income levels. Herbs may not be very filling but 
they can enhance the quality and taste of food which is important and 
something that everyone deserves.”



Claire Pittman 
Troop 1659, Yorktown 
The Discovery Garden Outdoor 
Classroom

Gold Award Girl Scout Claire Pittman  
created a way for preschool students to 

learn while getting outdoors. She completed a project she 
titled, The Discovery Garden Outdoor Classroom, creating a new 
hands-on learning area for the students of Peake Early Child-
hood Development Center (PECD), a not-for-profit preschool in 
Hampton, Virginia. PECD’s mission is to “nurture young children 
by providing affordable, quality preschool programs that  
develop the whole child and foster school readiness. Claire has 
a passion for watching children grow through interacting with 
the world around them. She knew that she could make a big 
impact through her project for the preschoolers at PECD. 

Claire’s outdoor classroom is inside of a fenced playground 
area at PECD and features play kitchens, raised garden beds 
and a portable drawing station to help make the preschoolers’ 
learning experiences more fun! Claire’s project was funded 
completely through donations, and she received enough  
materials to build an extra outdoor play kitchen with the  
surplus. The outdoor classroom is a permanent fixture at 
PECD and is available for students and teachers to use for  
lessons and play. She unveiled the classroom at a ceremony  
held at PECD in October 2021 where the students got a first 
look at their newest school addition.

“Learning only indoors deprives students from the greater  
stimulation that is found outdoors. Research also indicates that 
experiences in nature foster positive attitudes towards learning 
and fosters improvements in physical and social development.”



Mary Reins
Troop 293, Virginia Beach 
Opening Up the Opera

Mary adores everything about opera. As 
a Gold Award project, she chose to locally 
improve the accessibility and appreciation 

of opera within her generation and among peers. To do so, 
she created an informational brochure featuring repertoire 
geared towards children that represents distinct vocal types 
found in opera. She also planned, promoted, and executed a 
free in-person event at the Harrison Opera House in Norfolk, 
Virginia, in cooperation with Rachel Ginzberg, director of 
artistic operations for the Virginia Opera. She felt she could 
bridge a gap and share her passion for the arts with other 
students.

The event featured four singers, including Mary, and an  
accompanist from the Virginia Opera. Mary hired the talent 
using personal funds she earned and through donations. 
Mary’s project was proudly supported by the Virginia Opera 
who provided recording, facilitation, and website space for 
the project. Rachel Ginzberg said, “Mary has inspired us to  
begin exploring the creation of a “Kids’ Corner” on our education 
page with her project serving as the inaugural piece.”

This project is an important step in helping local youth  
understand that opera is literature that is alive. It is some-
thing that can help youth understand character development,  
settings, problems in stories, and literature elements. 

“The lack of availability of educational resources for young 
people by other students makes it more difficult to understand 
the meaningfulness and timelessness of opera. I have been lucky 
enough to experience opera related programs and wish to give 
back this gift.”



Elise Ring
Troop 4170, Smithfield 
Isle of Wight County Litter Prevention 
Community Education Program

Elise worked with DeAnna Lawrence of 
Isle of Wight County Solid Waste Division 

and Lynn Briggs of Isle of Wight County Schools to create 
an educational program and website about outdoor waste 
prevention for the community. Elise learned environmental 
stewardship through Girl Scouting and wanted to use that 
knowledge to make a difference.

Her program is aimed at elementary-aged students and 
explains the environmental dangers of littering. In addition  
to the educational program she created, Elise organized a 
clean-up day with the help of Beta Club volunteers from 
Smithfield High School. The clean-up day program was held 
at four area elementary schools: Hardy Elementary School, 
Windsor Elementary School, Carrsville Elementary School 
and Carrollton Elementary School. 

Julie Eng, an English teacher at Smithfield High School, 
pledged to continue the annual clean-up day each spring as  
a project with her high school student volunteers.

“People do not know the true harmful impacts of littering, so 
they continue to throw trash on the ground and in the water.  
I found through my research that my county did not have an 
active litter prevention program, and I wanted to do something 

about it.” 



Lilian Shuhy 
Troop 369, Virginia Beach 
Supporting Safety Around Water

Did you know, according to the World 
Health Organization, drowning is the third 
leading cause of accidental injury around 

the world? In fact, some school districts in the United States 
require swimming lessons and water safety education as part 
of their public school curriculum from an early age.

Lilian learned this and more during her research on the issue 
of water safety. As a longtime advocate of water safety, she 
took action to share what she had learned over the years with 
children in her community.

Lilian’s local YMCA, the Indian River Branch, has an existing 
water safety and swimming course for families in the 
community. Lilian felt she could use her artistic skills and 
knowledge about swimming to highlight the program and 
increase attendance. She created colorful posters and age- 
appropriate activity booklets to help kids get excited about 
swimming. Lilian also designed a quiz for instructors to use 
before and after the course to benchmark knowledge gained.

Her project was successful, and she volunteered time to share 
information from her booklets with children at the YMCA. 
She was advised by the aquatics coordinator at the Indian 
River YMCA branch, Armando Alvarez, who said the facility 
and staff will continue to use her activities and quizzes in 
future swimming lessons. 

“Knowing how to swim was a first-grade requirement where I am 
from in Maryland. I was shocked to find people in Virginia Beach 
who don’t know how to swim or don’t know the proper safety 
procedures. This lack of knowledge could be life threatening.”



Evelyn Taliaferro 
Troop 5357, Suffolk 
EngineerKids!

Evelyn created a website and workshop 
curriculum series aimed at students in 
grades K-5 that details six major branches of 

engineering: aerospace, chemical, civil, electrical, mechanical, 
and nuclear. She also highlighted female engineers throughout 
the series. 

Her website discusses, in detail, each branch of engineering 
and provides concept quizzes for students to test their 
knowledge at the end of each module. In each section of the 
online curriculum, there is an interview video with a female 
engineer in each of the six fields that goes along with the 
concepts learned.

Evelyn hosted two in-person workshops where she gave a 
presentation followed by hands-on projects for the elementary-
aged students to explore the different fields. She also created 
workshop kits with ten experiments each and distributed the 
materials to area schools that included Isle of Wight Academy. 
Families can access her free resources online.

“Lack of women in STEM is a national issue. Women make up only 
28% of the workforce in science, technology, engineering and math 
(American Association of University Women). My project sought 
to educate and expose children to engineering through a variety of 
ways that included introducing them to real-life women engineers.”



Mary Wells 
Troop 1539, Newport News 
The Next Step

After becoming aware of the work of the Avalon 
Center, a regional nonprofit organization located 
in Williamsburg that works to end domestic and 

sexual violence, Mary wanted to learn more. She volunteered and 
completed eight training modules offered by the Avalon Center 
that covered topics from setting boundaries to recognizing abuse. 
Through her research and her volunteerism, she learned that 
breaking the cycle of abuse requires a program that addresses  
prevention, education, shelter and support services.

Armed with research and experience from her volunteerism, Mary 
took action with her Gold Award project, “The Next Step,” to help 
survivors of abuse. She worked with Leslie Jingluski from the Avalon 
Center to create an online video series that is geared towards female 
domestic violence survivors which details life skills with the intent 
of developing viewers’ confidence throughout the program. The 
online series is titled, The Next Step, and includes nine video lessons 
that cover topics such as: how to jump a car, replace door locks, and 
other repair tasks survivors may need to know. Mary’s videos were 
released through Avalon’s e-newsletter to subscribers. Her initial goal 
of reaching 100 video viewers on her YouTube channel was met.  
The series is available online.
 
“I learned that many times domestic violence victims do not learn 
basic life skills due to isolation by the abuser. I felt it was necessary to 
address this issue in a respectful way that honored the dignity of the 
target audience.”



Hannah Whalen  
Troop 163, Virginia Beach 
Spreading Happiness through Art

Hannah created a wall mural for the youth 
program building at First Presbyterian 
Church of Virginia Beach with the goal of 

spreading joy to all of those who see it.

Hannah’s mural reads, “Love Your Neighbor,” and Hannah 
hopes the mural will serve as a friendly reminder to the 
youth at her church of the importance of kindness. She also 
hosted “kindness rock” painting sessions at her church where 
children from the congregation learned about art therapy and 
the difference they can make by being kind to others around 
them.

The mural will continue to be on display at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Virginia Beach, and Hannah has 
provided informational note cards near the mural for those 
interested in learning more.

Murals not only serve as “decoration” for beautifying living 
environments, but also have special social and cultural 
properties. 

Art influences society by changing opinions, instilling values 
and translating experiences across space and time. Hannah’s 
mural communicated what her church community values, 
appreciates, and wants to see in the future—a world of 
kindness. 

“The kids all learned the importance of checking up on their 
friends. They learned the importance of decompressing by  
doing something you are passionate about, and they each left  
the workshop with kindness rocks to give to a loved one.”



Sarah Sass - 2022 Buck Harris Awardee
Troop 1588, Norfolk

Since becoming a Girl Scout in kindergarten, Sarah 
has taken the Girl Scout Promise and Law very 
seriously and has tried to rely on those values in 
her daily interactions. She has been an active troop 

member and has participated in many community service projects with 
her troop and service unit, including helping plan and carry out World 
Thinking Day events. Sarah has served as a program aide at camp where 
she led younger girls in activities. The leadership skills she learned in 
Girl Scouts have helped her in other endeavors, such as her participation 
in the Model United Nations program and taking on leadership roles in 
Maury High School’s Chamber Orchestra. Her high motivation led to 
her earning the Girl Scout Bronze Award and accepting a girl position 
on the Council’s Board of Directors. She is also an active member of 
the Council’s Property Committee, where she has been an emphatic 
voice for the girls.

In addition to her board role, Sarah also accepted the responsibility of 
serving as an alternate national delegate for the GSUSA 2020 National 
Council Session and Convention and attended the event virtually, giving 
input on important topics and reporting back to our membership. 

Buck Harris Award

The Buck Harris Award was established in honor of  
Buck Harris, a former executive director of the Virginia  
Tidewater Girl Scout Council. The award honors a  
Girl Scout who loves the outdoors, relates to others with 
respect, has developed values that give meaning and  
direction to her life, and uses her skills and talents to 
serve the community. 



Alexa Rossettini
Alessia Scalfaro
Sarah Schwartz
Peyton Scott
Annabelle Selkirk
Madison Sellers
Teagan Shirley
Nora Sillman
Olivia Sims
Addison Smetana
Ava Smith
MaKenzie Smith
Sydney Smith
Amiyah Snagg
Armani Spence
Alaina Stafford
Katie Stegall
Abby Sword
Kiley Thompson
Jadalynn Thralls
Gabriela Torres
Lola Torres
Grace Trout
Sammara Vazquez
Victoria Veras
Inaya Waller
Sydney Walter
Amelia Weber
Shiyanne Weinzetl
Martha-Ann Wells
Jayla Williams
Kadence Williams
Aniyah Willis
Kaitlyn Willis
Lillian Willis
Katherine Wilson
Katrina Wilson
Kaylani Wright

Bronze Award Recipients

Danielle Adams
Madelynn Adams
Aarna Aithani
Arianna Alicea
Violet Allen
Lily Annis
Emma Bailey
Olivia Barrett
Callie Barth
Regan Beach
Simone Beasley
Aria Bell
Kendall Benner
Ida Bennet
Chloe Berg
Merenie Bonilla
Abagail Bowman
Bella Bray
Madison Broberg
Sabrina Brown
Molly Burdette
Sophie Burgess
LaRue Burkey-Hundt
Amari Burrus
Saniyah Butler
Vya Butler
Charlotte Cardenas
Ashlyn Carr
Alicia Carson
Anisa Carson
Zailey Casteel
Grace Clukey
Brooke Cooper
Mary Covington
Samantha Crane
Evie Crosby
Allison Culp
Ashlynn Cummings
Lucinda Custis
Ella Daniels
Addison Daughtrey
Lily Daves
Aaliyah David
Samantha Deatherage

Adalyn DeJoy
Claire Domzal
Braelyn Douglas
Ellie Downey
Eve Durkalski
Sydney Duryea
Marissa Ertsgaard
Lauren Fannon
Marley Fenley
Lauryn Ferbee
Violet Finnegan
Taylor Frey
Lilly Frome
Riley Gilreath
Wren Greene
Caroline Haen
Kylah Hall
Tessa Hamilton
Alexis Harper
Laila Harris
Morgan Harrison
Madeline Head
Emmalyn Henderson
Carly Holmes
Lillian Horton
Cailin Houlihan
Kalliope Householder
Audrey Hunley
Milania Huttonmills
Cadence Jackson
Emily Jacobs
Alessandra Jellenek
Mckenna Jimerson
Lilah Johnson
Leia Jones
Shanice Jordan
Sarah Kanta
Molly Kirkpatrick
Josephine Knapp
Isabelle Krenz
Brook LaLima
Sophia Lambert
Cora Lanz
Marley Lawrence

Jillian Leonard
Alisyn Lewis
Anastasia Livermore
Eleanor Lott
Grace Macluskie
Keira MacPherson
Kenna Marriee
Olivia Martinez
Laurel Maul
Elena McBride
Atiana McClenney
Norah McClung
Reese McCombs
Riley McGinnis
Nicole McKennelly
Kailani Merchan
Gabriella Meyers
Lauren Miller
Zoe Miller
Ava Misla
Kori Montgomery
Annaleia Moore
Lily Moore
Chloe Murray
McKenna Myles
Arielle Neto
Taylor Nixon
Hannah Opauski
Stephanie Outland
Carlee Parker
Leia Parker
Harper Peterson
Marisa Phillips
Blake Porter
McKenna Powers
Anna Raftery
Morgan Ramsey
Zoe Redel
London Richard
Alexa Richardson
Andalynn Richmond
Riann Rippons
Maryah Roberts-George
Zariyah Romez

The Girl Scout Bronze Award is the highest honor a Girl Scout Junior can achieve. 
Earning the Girl Scout Bronze Award involves the time to complete a Journey, a  
suggested minimum of twenty hours building a team, exploring the community,  
choosing and planning a project, and then putting the project into motion. 



Silver Award Recipients

The Girl Scout Silver Award is the highest award a Girl Scout Cadette can achieve. 
It gives girls the chance to show that they are leaders who are organized, determined, 
and dedicated to improving their community. When Girl Scout Cadettes focus on 
an issue they care about, learn the facts, and take action to make a difference, they 
gain the confidence and skills that will catapult them to lifelong success.

Silver Awards continued >

Brittney Alicea Project Encouraging Artwork

Andrea Bak Pet Safety at Home

Riley Baedke Wildlife Aviation Rehab

Sophie Birkel Backyard Bee Houses

Molly Boyle Free Little Library

Caroline Brodowski Homemade Blankets and Toys for Shelter Animals

Riley Brown Smithview Equestrian Horse Camp

Ember Clark Providing Reading Opportunities to Students

Rain Clark Dog Toys from Recycled Materials

Athena Cummings Masks for Everyone

Adah Daniels And Literacy for All

Mackenna DeWitt Free Little Library

Kylee Dinterman High School Bathroom Beautification Project

Grace Dunnill Little Free Library

Paige Eckes The Outback Weather Station and Benches

Abigail Edwards Positivity Picnic Tables

Teagan Emdadi Helping Animals at the Virginia Beach SPCA

Riley Erwin Operation Halter Boxes

Norah Everhart Operation Halter Boxes

Brianna Follin Backyard Bee Houses

Abigail Funk Providing Reading Opportunities to Students

Bermuda Granger Oyster Reef Restoration

Cailyn Gregory Youth Programs Renovations

Haley Groce Women United

Jade Hawkins Little BEE Free Library

Charlotte Haynie Operation Halter Boxes

Brooklyn Henderson The Outback Weather Station and Benches

Audrey Hofman Creating Joy through Rock Art

Layla Johnson Dog Toys from Recycled Materials



Maya Jones Little BEE Free Library

Jillian Kemp Soccer Equipment Collection for the Luke Messick   

 Futbol Charities Inc.

Lauren Kimball Holy Family EDGE Room Renovation

Melodie Kurz Project Encouraging Artwork

Lydia Laskey Nature’s Wish

Madelyn Laughinghouse Soccer Equipment Collection for the Luke Messick   

 Futbol Charities Inc.

Giana Lawrence Positivity Picnic Tables

Hannah Lewis Nature’s Wish

Natalie Lewis Nature’s Wish

Molly Malone Wildlife Refuge Den and Recovery Boxes

Hanna McFarland And Literacy for All

Alyssa McLawhorn Providing Reading Opportunities to Students

Rylee McLawhorn Providing Reading Opportunities to Students

Nadia Munteanu Homemade Blankets and Toys for Shelter Animals

Ava Navey SPCA Donations

Hayley O’Neill Sharing of Faith

Marilyn Pablo Library Expansion

Victoria Patton Wildlife Aviation Rehab

Cameron Piland Positivity Picnic Tables

Tyra Price Do A Good Deed Daily

Addison Rains Little Free Library

Elgin B. Raymond Happy Birthday Juliette Gordon Low 2020

Olivia Riley Dog Toys from Recycled Materials

Taylor Rufty Dog Toys from Recycled Materials

Lana Schiller Creating Joy through Rock Art

Levi Schweigert Resource Rescuer Patch Program

Marleigh Shannon Residential Stormwater Pollution Prevention

Allison Skarbek Operation Halter Boxes

Raegan Slauson-Blevins Backyard Bee Houses

Zola Steen Free Little Library- Magruder Elementary

Joslyn Steiskal Let’s Make Reading Fun

Mackensie Stephens Dog Toys from Recycled Materials

Jordan Thomason Nature’s Wish

Olivia Thompson High School Bathroom Beautification Project

Amber Trent Little BEE Free Library

Emma Tropilo Little Free Library

Isabella Tropilo Little Free Library

Kendall Warlick Homemade Blankets and Toys for Shelter Animals

Samantha Wilhelm Masks for CHKD Patients

Mary Williams Positivity Picnic Tables

Brianna Worth Pet Safety at Home



Scholarship Opportunities

She Believes She Can, So She Does Scholarship
The “She Believes She Can, So She Does” scholarship supports girls pursuing 
higher education opportunities, including vocational training and undergraduate  
education, while contributing to the leadership and workforce pipeline. The 
scholarship was launched by Girl Scout alum Kate Godby in 2019 as a way of 
giving back to an organization that has meant so much to her and the generations 
of Girl Scouts in her family. Applications are open each spring to girls who are 
currently enrolled in high school or a higher education/training program and have 
a minimum of three years of Girl Scout membership. The successful awardee will 
exemplify the Girl Scout Promise and Law, demonstrate impact on her community 
through Girl Scout service, and is able to articulate how Girl Scouts helped shape 
her future path.”

Find more information about these and other scholarship opportunities at gsccc.org.

Maylea Brockington Beasley Love and Laughter Scholarship
Maylea was a member of Girl Scout Troop 475 and a Gold Award Girl Scout. Maylea 
lost her life in a tragic accident when she was struck by a motorcyclist while attending 
James Madison University. It was her family’s wish to recognize a Gold Award  
Girl Scout with a scholarship as a way to honor Maylea’s commitment to making 
the world a better place. The recipient must be a currently registered Gold Award 
Girl Scout within GSCCC. As a reflection of Maylea’s life, the main factors that are 
considered for the scholarship are academic achievement, community service, and the 
relentless pursuit of love and laughter. Maylea embraced all things in Girl Scouts and 
particularly loved the outdoors. Her troop friends recall how she brought sunshine 
and laughter wherever she was and had the ability to spread kindness to all.

National Gold Award Scholarship 
Each year, Girl Scout councils may nominate one of their Gold Award Girl Scouts to  
receive an academic scholarship from GSUSA. GSCCC’s Gold Award Committee and 
CEO are involved in the final selection and make the nomination. 

Helen Kattwinkel Endowment Fund
The Helen Kattwinkel Endowment Fund was established in 2016 in honor of longtime 
Girl Scout Gold Award champion Helen Kattwinkel. She has offered leadership  
and mentorship since the Gold Award was introduced in 1980. Thanks to endowment 
funds, select Gold Award Girl Scouts are presented with Girl Scout lifetime  
memberships each year.



Give the gift of  
lifetime  

membership to  
a graduate!

Contact  
customercare@gsccc.org

Many thanks to Panera Bread for  
sponsoring our Girl Scout Gold Award Ceremony 

by supplying refreshments.



Benefits of Becoming a Gold Award Girl Scout

Gold Award Girl Scouts do well in life! They rate their general success  
significantly higher than their peers and report greater success in  

reaching their goals in many areas.

Here are some of the benefits of earning the Gold Award:

• Girls distinguish themselves in the college admissions process. Only six 
percent of Girl Scouts earn their Gold Award—image how much your  
application will stand out in the general applicant pool!

• Earn college scholarships with the distinction. Scholarships are available on 
a national and local level. 

• Enlist in the military one rank higher. Jumpstart your military career by  
earning the Gold Award.

• Be seen as a role model and distinguished leader.

• Master time management skills. Girls learn to balance their academic studies 
and social life before living independently and present themselves as a  
stronger applicant in the job market.

• Make the world a better place.

• Use your vision for change.

• Tackle an issue, locally or globally.

• Establish a lifetime network.

• Create your community legacy with a sustainable solution to a problem.



Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, 

confidence, and character, who make the 

world a better place.

Girl Scout  
Mission

Girl Scout  
Promise

Girl Scout  
Law

On my honor, I will try:

To serve God and my country,

To help people at all times,

And to live by the Girl Scout Law.

I will do my best to be

honest and fair,

friendly and helpful,

considerate and caring,

courageous and strong,

and responsible for what I say and do,

and to respect myself and others,

respect authority,

use resources wisely,

make the world a better place,

and be a sister to every Girl Scout.


